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Black Sails 
for Two Percussionists 

!!
Notation and Instrumentation !
The instruments used are listed by part with the equivalent treble clef  pitch showing where the 
instrument is notated given in parentheses. !

• Percussion 1: High Woodblock (E5), Low Woodblock (D5), Snare Drum (C5), High Drum 
(B4), Medium Drum (G4), and Low Drum (E4) 

• Percussion 2: Tam-Tam (top line) and Bass Drum (bottom line) !
For the high, medium, and low drums, any drum played with sticks or other articulate mallets is 
acceptable though the relation between the drums should be preserved and the low drum should not 
be a bass drum (or similar).  For the woodblocks, temple blocks or wooden found objects can be 
substituted as desired. !
Notes with normal noteheads should be played on the drumhead.  Notes with “x” noteheads should 
be played on the rim.   !
!
Program Notes !
The title Black Sails evokes two very contrasting images for me: the myth of  Tristan and Isolde, 
and…. pirates.  In some versions of  the Tristan myth, as Tristan lies dying, he waits for new that his 
love Isolde the Fair is returning to him on approaching ship.  He asks a female companion 
(sometimes his wife or would-be lover, coincidentally name Isolde of  the White Hands) if  the sails 
on the ship are white (meaning Isolde is coming) or black (meaning she refused to come).  Though 
the sails are white, Tristan’s ‘other woman’ tells him they are black out of  jealousy.  He despairs and 
soon dies of  a broken heart.  The imagery of  the approaching ship and the spite of  Isolde of  the 
White Hands were the original inspiration of  the piece.  Yet, the thought of  pirates quickly crept in.  
Either way, dark emotions and ominous intensity are mixed with nautical images in the music.  !!

Contact Information 
Jessica Rudman 

jessica_rudman@yahoo.com 
www.jessicarudman.com
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