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* TRANSPOSED SCORE * !
Flute/Piccolo 

Oboe/English Horn 
Clarinet in B-flat/Bass Clarinet 

Bassoon 
French Horn 

Percussion (1 player, see below) 

Harp 
Mezzo-Soprano (range: A3-G5) 

Violin I & II 
Viola 
Cello 
Bass 

!
!
Performance Notes 
• Breaks between movements should be short.  Movements marked “Attacca" must be played without a break, and 

other movements may be performed with or without a break as desired.  
• The fermatas in movement 1 at measures 2 and 37 should be long enough to allow the percussionist’s singing bowl to 

reach (and in m. 37 sustain) the target dynamic. 
• Grace notes should be played before the beat.   
• Rolled chords should be played on the beat. 
• Arrows indicate a gradual change from one state to another (i.e. moving the bow from ord. to sul. pont. or increasing 

bow pressure from ord. to scratch).    
• The abbreviation “scr.” in the strings refers to scratch tone.  
• Tapping on the body of  the string instruments is notated with an x notehead and a text indication. 
• Vibraphone harmonics sound two octaves higher than written.   
• Harp harmonics sounds one octave higher than written. 
• The harp part uses the following notations: !

pedal buzz 

!  

pedal slide 

!  !

thunder effect 

 !  !!
!
Notes about the Percussion  
• The Percussion part uses Vibraphone and the following instruments: 

• The “High” Tom should be higher than the “Low” Tom, but still relatively low in pitch. 
• No specific pitches are required for the mixing bowls, singing bowls, and elephant bells but each should sound 

different.  The Mixing Bowls should be at least a major second apart in pitch.  If  the pitches for the singing bowls 
and/or elephant bells can approximate a major seventh chord missing either its fifth or its third (i.e. trichord 015), 
that is preferred.  

• The mixing bowls, singing bowls, and elephant bells are identified in the score by number from high to low (so 
mixing bowl 1 is the higher sounding bowl, and mixing bowl 2 is the lower sounding).    

• The mixing bowls should be large, metallic, and resonant. 
• Singing bowl 3 must be large enough that it can be rubbed around the rim with a beater to produce a relatively loud 

sustained tone.  The notation for this is: 

!  !!
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Iseult Speaks

1. Iseult Speaks: "What we have is myth"

Elizabeth Hamilton Jessica Rudman (b. 1982)

Commissioned by the Hartford Independent Chamber Orchestra 

with generous support from the City of Hartford Arts & Heritage Jobs Grant Program, Pedro Segarra, Mayor.
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Program Notes 
 Iseult Speaks is an extended song cycle for mezzo-soprano based on a retelling of  the Tristan/Iseult myth.  For 
those of  you who might not be familiar with the story, the basic outline—and there are many variations on this 
skeleton—is that Tristan is supposed to bring Iseult to marry his uncle, but on the way they fall in love, usually because 
of  a potion they accidentally ingest.  Portrayals of  Iseult range from passive cypher to tragic heroine to wanton 
seductress, but she is almost always cast as a one-dimensional accessory to Tristan.   
 Elizabeth Hamilton’s evocative and provocative poems reexamine the legend from Iseult’s point of  view, here 
somewhat omniscient and shaded with a modern sensibility that links the tale to contemporary experiences.  The text 
touches on questions of  gender roles, societal pressure, and personal power as the narrator contemplates her life, rages 
against the unfairness of  fate, wallows in memories of  physical affection, condemns Tristan for his inaction, and 
vacillates between confidence, insecurity, hope, and despair. 
 It has been a pleasure setting these gorgeous poems, and I want to thank Elizabeth for trusting me with her 
words!    !!
Composer Contact Information 
Jessica Rudman 
Email: jessica@jessicarudman.com 
Website: www.jessicarudman.com !!!

http://www.jessicarudman.com
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